tion works, the village raised itself from poverty to self-sufficiency, and then to surplus production and national acclaim.
Dazhai has been discredited in recent years and has faded from the national scene. There have been other national-level models with much shorter lives in the limelight, work units that rose to national prominence in connection with some particular campaign (the formation of the cooperatives, the organization of the communes, raising the level of grain production) and then receded from public view. In addition to the well-known national models, there are thousands more, publicized within their province, prefec- The provincial model at Zhuchadao falls within the realm of &dquo;the impossible dream,&dquo; not only for Taitou but for most, if not all, agricultural brigades. Zhuchadao can be exempted from grain sale quotas, but state planning must assure a sufficient flow of grain to the urban areas and for support of all those state-salaried workers assigned to the rural areas.9 While the levels of required grain production that are markedly above the needs of the local community may be reduced to some extent, they cannot be sharply cut back or abolished within a large number of brigades. China has explicitly stated, time and time again, its determination to be self-sufficient in grain production on the national level, and to keep its grain imports at a minimum. And even if some grain brigades were allowed to move entirely into production of highvalue specialty crops for internal circulation and for export, it is hard to imagine them producing anything near the value that comes from fishing and fisheries production. It is worth noting here that within the Huangdao District as a whole, the 28 fishing brigades annually produced 5,000,000 yuan of income, while the 89 farming brigades together produced 6,000,000 yuan of income. This difference occurred at a time when only 25070 of the fishing industry had been &dquo;modernized.&dquo; By now, the income gap must be even greater. Grain production is necessary, it consumes the lands and energies of most brigades in China, and even with recent price increases the peasants cannot become rich from growing grain. The 9. The majority of commune cadres (administrators) as well as the personnel of the commune hospital, the secondary school, the post office, the bank, and various shops in the commune center all "eat state grain." Unlike peasant commune members, they are paid salaries, from which they purchase their grain, rather than being included in the grain distributions of the local rural collectives.
